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Am^iflmfrtt ts to the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A container for swabs comprising: 

a housing defining a chamber with an opening for receiving and containing a 
plurality of swabs therein; 

a hinged lid for alternately opening and closing said opening of said housing, said 
lid being connected to said housing by a hinge and said lid being capable of moving in a 
substantially rotational motion pivoting about said hinge, moving between a closed 
position and an open position relative to said opening of said housing; 

a trnnfllntiPflft^Y movable internal support member movably disposed within said 
chamber for supporting said swabs, said support member being capable of moving 
substantially translationallv between a first position in which said swabs do not 
substantially protrude from said opening, and a second position in which said swabs 
substantially protrude from said opening; and, 

a mechanism rigidly connected to the lid and disposed to engage in movable 
contact with the support member, the mechanism linking the rotational motion of said lid 
to at least partially cause movement of said support member such that the support 5 

i 

member is disposed in the first position when the lid is in the closed position and the i 
support member is disposed in the second position when the lid is in the open position; 

whereby in the first position the mechanism is not in contact with the support j 

member and in the second position the mechanism is in contact with the support member \ 
whereby the mechanism creates a camming effect in its movable contact with said ; 
support member to cammingly move the support member. 

2> (Currently Amended) A container according to claim 1, wherein the mov e ment of ! 
nflid nupport m e mbor ifi aubfltontiQlly tranolational swabs are bundled , 

3. (Original) A container according to claim 1, wherein the mechanism linking j 
the rotational motion of the lid with movement of the support member is a lever ! 
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substantially fixedly connected to said lid, and operativ ly connected in a movable 
contact relation to said support member such that as the lid is moved, the lever is caused 
to move therewith in a rotational motion and the lever causes by contact movement a 
motion of the support member* 

4. (Original) A container according to claim 3, wherein the lever creates a 
levering effect in its movable contact relation with said support member to move the 
support member by levering the support member. 

5. (Original) A container according to claim 1, wherein the container is adapted 
to contain a plurality of double-headed cotton swabs. 

6. (Original) A container according to claim 3, wherein the lever creates an 
effect selected from the group of a levering effect and a camming effect either of which 
providing for moving the support member in a translational direction. 

7. (Original) A container according to claim 3, wherein said support member 
has attached thereto at least one extension member extending towards the hinge; and 
wherein the lever extends from the lid adjacent the hinge, and the extension member has 
a recess formed therein for operatively receiving a free end of the lever therein, the free 
end of the lever operatively engaging the extension member via the recess, operative to 
transmit motion thereto. 

8 . (Original) A container according to claim 1 , 

wherein said opening of said housing opens substantially upwardly; 
wherein said opening provides for receiving a plurality of swabs in a substantially 
upright position; 

wherein said support member is a bottom member for supporting the swabs in a 
substantially upright position; and, 

wherein said first and second positions of said support member are respective 
lower and upper positions within the chamber of said housing. 
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9. (Original) A container according to claim 8, wherein said bottom member has 
attached thereto at least one upright member extending upwardly towards the hinge. 

10. (Original) A container according to claim 9, wherein the lid is provided with 
a lever extending therefrom adjacent the hinge, and the upright member is provided with 
a recess for receiving a free end of the lever therein. 

1 1 . (Original) A container according to claim 1 0, wherein said lever extends at a 
substantially right angle to said lid. 

12. (Previously Presented) A container according to claim 11, wherein the 
lever includes a side that faces the container, and wherein the side of the lever that faces 
the container is provided with a contour that ensures a smooth translation of a movement 
of the lid to a movement of the bottom member. 

13. (Original) A container according to claim 8, wherein the movement of said 
bottom member is substantially translation^ alternately upwardly and downwardly. 

14. (Currently Amended) A container according to claim 8, wherein the mechanism 
linking the rotational motion of the lid with movement of the support member is a lever 
substantially fixedly connected to said lid* and operatively connected in a movable 
contact relation to said support member such that as the lid is moved, the lever is caused 
to move therewith in a rotation ol rotational m otion and the lever causes by contact 
movement a motion of the support member. 

15. (Original) A container according to claim 14, wherein the lever creates an 
effect selected from the group of a levering effect and a camming effect either of which 
providing for moving the support member in a translational direction. 
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16. (Original) A container according to claim 1, wherein the swabs have an 
absoibent end selected from the group consisting of cotton and cottonish material. 

17. (Currently Amended) A swab dispensing system comprising: 

at least one swab; 

containing means for containing said at least one swab; said containing 
means including covering means for covering the at least one swab within the containing 
means, the covering means being rotatably connected to the containing means to 
alternately open and close the containing means; 

a movable internal support means for supporting the at least one swab; 

whereby the movable internal support means is operatively mechanically 
linked to the covering means by a rigid camming means on the ek»sk*g covering means, 
the rigid camming means creating a camming effect in its movable contact with said 
support means to cammingly move the support means such that rotational movement of 
(he covering means causes transiational movement of the movable support mean s: and» 

whereby operative mechanical linkage of the covering means by the rigid 

camming means to the internal support means is such that the ca mming means is movable 
between a first position in which the camming means is not in contact with the support 
fllftfl n? fl " 4 a second position in which the c ammin g means is in contact with the support 
means . 

IS. (Currently Amended) A method for dispensing swabs comprising: 

providing a container having at least one swab disposed therein, the container 
haying an opening and lid rotatably connected to the container to alternately open and 
close the container opening; the container also having a movable internal support member 
disposed therein for supporting the at least one swab; 

moving the lid from a closed position to an open position, whereby the movable 
internal support member also moves in response to movement of the lid, the support 
meflfl flmember being operatively mechanically linked to the lid by a rigid camming 
member on the lid, the rigid camming member creating a camming effect in its movable 
contact with said support memb r to cammingly move the support member such that 
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rotational movement of the lid causes translational movement of the movable support 
meaft grnember . the cammi n g tn gffl frer being d isposed to be movable between a first 
position in which the camming member is n ot in contact with the support member and a 
second position in which the camming mem ber is in contact with the support member, 
the movement of the lid causing a protrusion of the at least one swab from the opening of 
the container; 

removing at least one swab from the container. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 18 wherein the swabs are 
bundled th e mechanical linkage of the support member to the lid io ouoh that rotational 
movement of tho lid oouo e o translational movement of th e movable support means. 

20. (Original) A method according to claim 18, wherein the mechanical linkage 
of the support member to the lid is such that rotational movement of the lid causes 
translational movement of the movable support means, the mechanical linkage being 
selected from the group consisting of a lever and a cam, and the method flirther 
comprising levering or camming the support member to cause translational movement 
thereof. 
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